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Soprano Gives New Life To Spirituals

Soprang Randye Jones
recently released the first
fruits of her ongoing
research of the hislory of
“art somg settings” of
Megro spirituals. Her CD
“Come Down Angels™
{ARh)ay Records) leatures
her singing spirituals
aceompanied by pianist
Francis Conlon—wilh
“settings” by composers
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performers and composers

By Jim Bessman

|bessman@killboard.com

and on the vocal rmusie forms
they influenced—especially
opera, arl songs and Negro
spirituals composed lor con-
cert performances.

Jones o loaks to pro-
duce other recordings of spir-
ituals, in addition to publish-
ing a book for singers,
teachers and musicologdists.
The hook will sulline the his-

inzluding ILT. Burleigh.

“ldon't use the lerm ‘arvange’
hecause it doesn'L give the composer
proper credit for composing the
piece of music,” Jones says, though
shie notes that spirituals emerded
from an oral tradition. “So using the
term “settings' is also my way of gie-
ing credit Lo the unknown persan
who originally inspired the creation
of the song.”

Buirleish had written vocal and
instrumental pieces hased on the
plantation melodies he learned grov-
ing up. But his published setting of
Lhe sparitual “Deep River” in 1916 is
consideved “the first work of ils kind
Lo be written in art song form specili-
cally lor performance by a trained
singier,” Tones writes in her CD notes.

“Dreep River” is included on “Come
Dewen Anpgels.” TEand other spirvitual
settings, Jones notes, later became
popular with cancert performers and
recording avtists, prominently

including Paul Robeson, Marian
Anderson, Leontyne Price, Jessve
Norman and Kathleen Battle,

A librarian at George Washington
University in Washington, D.C.,
Jones operates the Art of the Negro
Spiritual Web site and a sister site,
Afrocentric Voices in Classical Music,
which focuses on African-American

" IDNES! CD DOCUMENTS HER RESEAREH -

tory of Lhe genre, including
hiograplies of composers and per-
formers, a hibliography of other rele-
vant resources, a discography and an
analysis of published scores,

“Most rnportantly, we want ta dis- |
cuss Lhe ways these art songs should |
be performed that is stylistically con-
sislenl with the roots of the spiritu-
al,” Jones savs.

“There are many wonderful works
oul there that challenge the vocalist
buth technically and on a personal
level,” she savs. “Students and vaice
Leachers are lnoking for this music,
bt it is not always easy to find or
understarul hewe te perfovm i€ T hopse
that “The Art of the Negro Spiritual’
will address some of that.”

Meanwhile, Tanes will distin-
guish bebween spirituals and gospel
music ina lecture titled "The
Gospel Truth About the Spivitual”
to he delivered Fel, 24, 2004, at
George Washington Universily,
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